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MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)— The 
defense rested its case today 
in the trial of 10 Ku Klux Klans- 
men accused of conspiracy in 
the firebomb attack that killed 
Negro leader Vernon Dahmer. 

The defense laywers closed 


Defense Rests Case in Dahmer Trial 


Thornton also were asked if 
they knew their husbands were 
members of the klan. They re- 
plied that their husbands never 
discussed the subject with them. 

CHARACTER witnesses ap- 
peared for Deavers Nix and 
Charles Clifford Wilson. Merill 


Pickering, who was sheriff o| 
Jones County at the time of thq 
Dahmer attack, testified that 
Nix had a good reputation. Dr. 
Edwin H. Cole, medical direct 
tor of the South Mississippi State 
Hospital at Laurel, attested to 
Wilson’s reputation. 


their case after one of the 10 F 
men took the stand to testify. 

Charles Clifton Wilson admit- 
ted he was a member of the 
Klan but denied he had ever 
loaned his wife's car to anyone. 
The Wilson car figured in testi- 


mony. 

* Wilson also said he was at 
home all night the night the 
Dahmer attack took place. 

The defense based most of its 
_ case on character and alibi wit- 
. nesses, with relatives of six 
. holding the stand much of yes- 
, terday. 

j The six men were among the 
10 on trial in federal court 
. charged with conspiring to “in- 
. timidate, threaten and coerce” 
Dahmer, who died on the after- 
noon of Jan. 10, 1966, after the 
, predawn attack on his home 
and grocery near Hattiesburg. 

! THE WIVES of Henry DeBox- 
, tel, Charles Richard Noble and 
. Lester Thornton and the moth- 
! ers of Sam Bowers Jr., Cecil 
, Victor Sessum and William 
. Thomas Smith all said the men 
' were at their homes on the 
night of Jan. 9, 1966. 

Mrs. DeBoxtel and Mrs. 


